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Dear WS members,
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Well, after a few wintry months of uncertainty and pnding our feet outside of Lightfoot, Wasteless Society seems to
be forging ahead again. We have new blood on the board, ideas bubbling away for discussions with anyone who
wants to talk, and we are planning a big day in July. As ever, we await your ideas and comments and participation

as we move into a new awareness for living lightly.

Your editor
Rosa James
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Big Open Meeting 9" June 7pm

Bishops Castle Town Hall
For all Wasteless members (and any other interested parties)
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Please come to air your views and get feedback from other members. We need to remind ourselves
of our original purpose; 6To promote the sustainable use of the earthis resourcesi€ Especially in the

Marches area (as well as beyond of course).

Weidre promoting an open conference in late July or early August with visiting speakers, exhibitions,
and events, attracting ideas and presentations from people - inside or outside WS - for energy-saving,
energy-production, climate conservation, environmental initiatives and micro-projects that we can

promote locally.

Wasteless Relaunch

by Jim Gaffney

The Wasteless Society board hashanded onresponsibility
for the Household Energy Service and signed off the
Community Carbon Footprinting / Chance to Change
project. ( Big sighs of relief can be heard emanating
from the board members who have been managing
all this-- a very big task for volunteers) Adam Kennerley
and Dennis Twist seem to have worked incredibly hard
on this.

Financial opportunities

The WS board, collectively, earned some management
fees from the latter project. Also, thanks to the higher
prople gained through the H.E.S. work, our overall
pbnancial position is reasonably healthy. The board, at
our meeting in April, considered that we could keep on
our share of the ofpce at Enterprise House for another
year, keep a reasonable contingency of about A2,000
AND make about A4,500 available for other projects.

Open meeting on June 9th

As there has been some criticism that WS members
havenit been involved enough in decision making,
wouldnit it be a good idea to hold an open meeting of
members, inviting views on where we go from here?
The meeting at 7pm at BC Town Hall, could not only
consider proposals for practical action, but might also
want to look at some changes to the WS structure. But
the main thing is for members and supporters to come
air and share ideas, and help us redepne ourselves.

Wasteless: the early years

WS was, at prst, primarily an association of like-minded
people operating very informally, organising events
and meetings on a fairly ad hoc basis. A company was
eventually formed in order to legally own and insure the
trailer used to collect green waste and deliver to Clive
Pughts digester, to sign contracts (and so be able to



qualify for a wider range of grants), to legally employ
people and insure employees and so on. It was certainly
never the intention that the board should otake overd
the whole direction and scope of the WS.
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At the moment, however, the perception seems to
be that the board is also the ocommitteeé of the WS
and the board members and employees have been
left to organise all meetings, events, publicity and,
crucially, new projects, especially since Comedi group
disbanded.

Not surprisingly, considering the amount of work wedve
been covering on the big projects, the board may well
have lost touch with the grass roots. Which is where you
come ine

The Vision

So herefs a chance. | know that all of you reading
this are seriously concerned about the state of our
world. We are all committed to the WS depned goal of
oresponsible use of the Earthds pnite resources6é Now we
all get the chance to co-operate within our community
to do practical things that might make a difference,
and to debate freely and seriously how to set about it
.Please come and be an active member!

Dear Members

There have been some recent changes to the Wasteless
Society board of directors; Kaye Chambers has resigned,
and Kate Evans and Rosa James have been appointed.
I6m writing to introduce Rosa and myself, and to let you
know whatds happening.

Firstly, Rosa and | want to extend a heartfelt thankyou to
Kaye for all her hard work over the last four years, much
of it unsung and unseen, as is ever the lot of volunteers.
She was instrumental in getting the biodiesel to the
Union St garage. She helped with grant applications
and acted as secretary and dogsbody for the initial HES
project, not to mention giving up her spare bedroom
as the WS/HES ofpce before we had the 6shopd or the
Enterprise House ofpce. Her support and work for the
Wasteless Society has been fantastic and we very much
hope she will continue to support our ongoing projects,
even if from a greater distance than hitherto.

A little about Rosa and me. | live in Mainstone, and until
recently was the local co-ordinator for the Household
Energy Survey project (HES). | stepped down at
Christmas due to personal circumstances and Rosa,
who lives in Priestweston and is a long-time stalwart of
the WS, took over while the hand-over to the new Light
Foot Enterprises group was being organised.

As most of you will know, the successful HES project
- begun and run by the Wasteless Society for the
last two years - has now been handed over to an
independent company called Light Foot Enterprises
to develop and expand the service both here and
in other communities. It is still based in Enterprise
House and Dave Green will still be the main ofpcer,
with support from a co-ordinator and administrative
assistant, both to be appointed shortly. Please note
that the Wasteless Society will also still be at Enterprise
House, so do keep dropping in!

While the WS will continue to deliver and support HES
in our area, we no longer have the wider responsibility
for running it and we can therefore begin promoting
other worthwhile projects in our immediate
community.

We have been acutely aware of the recent criticism
in the local papers and though we absolutely refute
the accusation of icomplacencyd, we do agree that
there has been a lack of communication between
the board and the wider group and welire keen to
rectify this and get things yowing again.

Welre promoting an open conference in late July
or early August. We intend to have visiting speakers,
exhibitions, and events, but most of all, we want ideas
and presentations from anyone -inside or outside
WS- for energy-saving, energy-production, climate
conservation, environmental initiatives and micro-
projects that we can promote locally. Do come to
an open meeting:

Bishops Castle Town Hall
on Monday 9" June at 7pm.

Weill discuss whatis needed, recruit helpers and take
ideas. Please do come to air your views and get
feedback from other members. We need to remind
ourselves of our original purpose;

0To promote the sustainable use of the earthis
resourcesie Especially in the Marches area (as well
as beyond of course).

There will be more about all of this in the newsletter
which is due out shortly. We just wanted to say hallo
to you all prst!

Yours sincerely
Kate Evans and Rosa James

If you want to contact Kate, Rosa, Jim or Dennis
about this, either go to the website, ring 01588 638738
and leave a message, or drop a note in to Enterprise
House and one of us will get back to you.






